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Indus River
Flows mainly through Pakistan and 
it’s neighboring countries such as 
India, China and Afghanistan

Water comes from glaciers and 
snow melting

Rainfall is low in this area

One of the longest rivers in Asia 
(3,180 kilometers)



Issues
● Glaciers melting too 

fast
● Over extraction for 

agriculture
● India and Pakistan 

share this river
● Pollution
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Indus River British Rule
It passes through northern 
India
Water of the Indus River was 
acquired at first by the British 
Established a network of canal 
irrigation 

http://static.panoramio.com/photos/large/16680988.jpg
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India vs Pakistan in relation to the Indus River 
The World Bank tried to start talks between 
Pakistan and India 
In 1960 an agreement called the Indus Water 
Treaty was signed. 
Pakistan accepted the loss of some of water as it 
was promised financial assistance in building two 
large dams and several barrages for storing 
water. The treaty is still in place. 
There have been several instances when India 
has started several projects on hydropower in 
the Indus River 
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Glaciers Melting
Temperature controls the rate 
at which the glaciers melt 
As temperatures rise → the 
glaciers melt faster  → the 
chances of a flood occurring 
increase
There have already been two 
floods, one in 2010 and one in 
2011. 
Communities of humans which 
depend on this water could 
face water shortages and 
floods. 
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Over extraction for Agriculture
Saltwater to forcefully come into the delta
Facing water scarcity because of over extraction for agriculture
In a study done, the Indus River in 1995 supplied much less water per person than what was 
considered to be minimum by the UN 
Natural forests can also help minimize the impacts of climate change
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Pollution
Due to municipal waste being discharged, industrial wastewater being discharged and return 
agriculture 
Most cities of Sindh discharge their municipal waste into the Indus River
The release of organic matter into the river 
Diseases such as malaria, typhoid, dysentery and cholera.
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Government 
Treatment plants are provided 
Treatment plants are not taken care of properly.
The water does not receive the amount of treatment it requires.
Oxidation ponds. 
Government’s budget is being spent much more on other aspects 
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Possible Solutions
● Government forces Industry to remove pollutants and waste from the water. 
● Regulate the temperature of the water leaving the Industrial plants
● For the problem of glaciers melting, taking an ecocentric approach we could just stop 

using our air conditioners and use our fans only. 
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